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ITCH – WHAT’S HOT ON THE RADAR

AREYOUREADY
FORRIPE?

Head toDoonan in the
SunshineCoast
hinterlandonSaturday
forRipe, amusical
festival featuringacts
suchasTheCatEmpire,
Grinspoon (above),Birds
of Tokyo,British India
andmanyotherAussie
talents. Theaction
happensat theHouse
WithNoSteps,Doonan.
Details: ripenoosa.com.
Tickets:moshtix.com.au

NOGUTS,NO
GLORYTOUR

Airbournewill beback in
Australia later this year
for theirNoGuts,No
GloryTour, their first
here since2007. This
great live rockband,
frontedbyJoelO’Keefe,
plays theHi-Fi in
BrisbaneonOctober 23.
Their latest albumNo
Guts,NoGlory follows
theband’s2008debut
Runnin’Wild. Finddetails
at thehifi.com.au

FINDING
SANCTUARY

Food, fashion, art,music
–all at theSanctuary
CoveFestival, June5-20,
startingwithChampers
andPampersatHyatt
RegencyonJune5, ahip-
hopdanceparty for kids
on June6, fashion
workshopsonJune9and
more, including jazz
maestro JamesMorrison
(above) in concert on
June 12; sanctuarycove.
com/events

PAULGREENE
ALBUMLAUNCH

Head toBrisbanePower-
house (brisbanepower-
house.org) onThursday
where formerOlympian
turned troubadourPaul
Greene launcheshis
latest album,Everywhere
isHome.Also catch
Greeneat theSound-
lounge (thesoundlounge.
com.au),Currumbin, on
FridayandJoe’s
Waterhole (5442 8144),
Eumundi, onSaturday.

DEBUTFOR
EXPRESSIONS

NatalieWeir’s first full
work asartistic director
for ExpressionsDance
Companydebutsat
QPAConFriday.Where
theHeart Is, stars
RichardCauser (above),
and reveals the
emotionally charged
memoriesof a young
man’spast.Newscoreby
JohnRodgers. Lyrics
inspiredbyDavidMalouf.
Bookings 136 246.

BRIEF
INTERLUDE

If you’re up for a
deliciouslywickedcircus
cabaret extravaganza,
thenBriefs is it. Theall-
male cabaret, including
colourful andmuscle-
boundCaptainKidd
MagnusHastings
(above), plays the Judith
WrightCentre, Fortitude
Valley, at 7.30pm,
Wednesday toSaturday.
Details 3872 9000or
judithwrightcentre.com

BELLA
BRISBANE

BongiornoBrisbane!
ItalianWeekstarts
Wednesday, servingup
fine Italian food,wine,
fashion,music, art and
sport. AtGoMA,enjoy the
Ozpremiereof Italian
masterpieceCabiria.
Elsewhere there’s the
CommediaDell Arte,
ItalianWaitersRaceand,
onFriday, entertainment
in theQueenStreetMall;
italianweek.com.au

RAPID FIRE Bill Bailey

I quite like
puffins. They
fly underwater
andmoo
like cows

FromNannyMcPhee to the
hilarious Black Books, and his own
sell-out world tours, British
comedian Bill Bailey, 46, is an
expert at making people laugh.
Near 2am, after a gig, adrenaline
still pumping, and with the squawk
of parrots in the background, the
multi-instrumentalist, actor and
nature lover answers our questions.

AREYOUNORMALLYUPAT
2AM? If I’ve had a gig, certainly. If
the gig finishes at 10ish, there’s two
hours of adrenalin that usually kicks
in that takes you through to half two
or thereabouts. And from there on I’ll
probably just become a gibbering
wreck.

WHATAREYOU LIKE TWO
HOURSBEFOREAGIG?What
tends to happen is the falafel and the
salad and the drinking of the fizzy
water. I can’t eat too late. If I
have a meal before a show I
can barely speak.

TELL USABOUTYOUR
FIRSTSTAND-UPGIG.A
lot of the early ones I did were total
shambles. I’d forget what I was going
to say, try and remember half a
routine and put that with another
routine and get it all the wrong way.

WORSTTHINGTHAT’S
HAPPENED? I had a recurring
nightmare where I was on the big
stage doing a gig and I forgot
everything I was going to say.
Completely blank, standing there,
just shrugging.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
ANIMAL? I quite like puffins.
Puffins are great. They’re amazing-
looking things with beautiful
coloured beaks. They’re quite cute.
They fly underwater andmoo like
cows, so anything that does that gets
my vote.
YOUR FAVOURITE
INSTRUMENT?At the moment, a
bouzouki I’ve got. Not a bazooka.
That would be against all health and
safety regulations, but a bouzouki. It’s
a Greek stringed instrument like a
mandolin except it’s bigger and it’s
got a different tuning. It makes a
great twangly twingly sound and it’s a
great joy to play.

YOUR FAVOURITEWORD?
Incandescent. It can mean a kind of
gas, it can also be referring to a
person in terms of brilliance. It’s often

referred to people as
‘‘incandescent with rage’’, so it
looks like they’ve actually started
to combust in a brilliant ball of
flame. I like the brilliance of it. The
idea of a bright brilliance that burns
with intensity, that appeals to me.

WHAT’S THECOLLECTIVE
NOUNFORAGROUPOF
COMEDIANS? It’s probably a
gaggle or an ego.

IF AN EGOOFCOMEDIANSARE
HANGINGOUTANDSOMEONE
MAKESA JOKE,WHOGETS TO
USE IT?Whoever is the first to say,
‘‘I’m going to use it’’. Comics are
notoriously competitive and will
always try to outdo each other.
There’s a kind of respect, though, for
each comic’s act, because your act is
your livelihood. A very dim view is
taken of anyone who nicks material
from anyone else.

IF YOUWERE INAPOLITICAL
PARTYWHATWOULDBEYOUR
POLICIES?One of the main ones
would be schooling in the woods.
Once a week a school has to take all
the pupils out and do a lesson in the
woods and then come back as
normal. Kids aren’t let out (enough).

WHATWOULDBEYOUR
SPECIAL SUBJECTAT
TRIVIA? Indonesia. I’ve
been travelling there for
the past 12-13 years. I

love it. It’s so different
from Europe. It’s so

different from
Britain.
We’re a
country

that’s very
serious, a nannying

state where we have laws for
everything, signs for everything,
cameras everywhere, registration,
licensing, everything regulated. We
have systems in place. Go to
Indonesia and there’s none of that.
(They) have a police force, but they’re
not really interested. Sometimes I
wouldn’t want to live there, it would
probably be frustrating, but
sometimes going to a country
that can be out of control can be
quite liberating.

YOUR FAVOURITENOVELTY
SONG? Probably Ernie (from Benny
Hill). He drove the fastest milk cart in
the west.
Sally Browne
Bill Bailey performs at Brisbane’s
QPAC July 10-12; Qtix 136 246.
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THE
BACK
STORY

Mykidswill have a
goodappreciation
for all kindsofmusic

THISWEEK: Fred Leone, 31, aka Rival MC of soulful
hip-hop group Impossible Odds, talks toMarie-
Christine Sourris about beatboxing in the shower,
growing up in Brisbane and performing at the 10th
anniversary of Australia’s largest indigenous youth
hip-hop and RnB cultural festival, Stylin’ Up.

I PERFORMEDat the first Stylin’Up
andalmost every year since. I’ve got
quite a collectionof shirts toprove it.

It’s cool to lookon thebackof
themtosee theartistswho
performed. For the first five years, I
didn’t evenmake the list.Now I’mon
that shirt.

At the first festival therewere
400-500people.Now it’s crazy! It’s
sobig. It amazesmewhat anice
atmosphere it is. It’s just a really nice
vibeanda really cool day.

In 2006 I performed inNewYork
withTheApostlesNYC. I opened the
show for themwith adidgeridoo
thengot upandperformed. Itwas
pretty cool. I was there for aYoung
World Leaders conferenceat the
UnitedNations, representing
indigenousyouth. I spent awhole
weekat theUNheadquarters.

Iworkduring thedayasamusic
technology instructor at a recording
studio, theDeceptionBayFlexible
LearningCentre. Everynight I come
homeandworkonmusic.

For the last fewmonths I’vebeen
workinghardongettingmy label
underway. I’ve just signed twonew
acts. I’vehadplentyof sleepless
nights. Their singleswill comeouton
iTunes thedayofStylin’Up.

I grewup listening toeverything.
My family isAboriginal, SouthSea
andTongan. I rememberMumand
Dadplaying recordswhen Iwas four
or five–BobMarley, JohnnyCash,
HerbieHancock, everything.As I got
older, I got intohip-hop.

I’vebeenbeatboxingand rapping
since Iwas 12or 13.Wheredid I
practiseback then? In the shower
mainly. I didn’t haveanymoneyso
thatwashow I gotmymusic fix.

When Iwas 16 I hookedupwith
MCSavour.He taughtmepretty
mucheverything there is to know
aboutMC-ing (mike controllingor
rapping). Through thegroup I joined,
Recipe forDisaster,wemetpretty

mucheverybody in theAustralian
hip-hopscenewho’s around today,
andgot toplaygigswith them.

My first gigwasatBrownsPlains
YouthFestival in 1996or 1997. I
rapped in a20-minute set anddid all
original songs I’dwrittenwithmy
mate.

After that, I started learninghow
towrite. I grewup in lowsocio-
economicareas so I startedwriting
aboutmy immediate surroundings,
whichweren’t toopositive. Even
when Iwasakid Iwasalways talking
about that, using it as ameansof
coping, as anoutlet.

Otherwise, I don’t know, I could
haveendedup like a lot of other
people I sawwhen Iwasgrowingup.

Thereareplentyof negative role
models out there that kids could

takeafter, especially in hip-hop.
So I try to steer away from it, give

positivemessages,makesome
partymusic aswell. I want to inspire
youngpeople to takeaholdof their
dreamand runwith it.

I’m teachingmykidshow to
beatboxnow. Jalun is 17months, he
hashis little thinggoingon, andmy
other sonJamaji, 4, is really good.

I threwawaya lot ofCDsacouple
of years ago. I lookedat themand
thought, ‘‘Is this reallywhat Iwant
mykids tohear?’’Now theycan
listen toTheWiggles.

I listen toabit ofRainMan, The
Herd,ArchieRoach, JohnButler
Trio.Mykidswill haveagood
appreciation for all kindsofmusic.

Stylin’Up isonSaturdayatC.J.
GreenfieldsSportsComplex, Inala.
Details: stylinup.com.au
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