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ITCH – WHAT’S HOT ON THE RADAR

MAKECOFFEE
LIKEANEXPERT

Want to learnhow to
makeagreat cuppa?
Head toTheCourier-
Mail/SundayMailHome
&DesignShowtodayat
theBrisbaneConvention
andExhibitionCentre,
SouthBank,whereMerlo
Coffeewill holdademo
andsample session
(plunger andstove-top)
at 11.30am.Thencheck
out the rest of theHome
Show.

THEGREAT
DEGUSTATION

Twoof our finest chefs
will createa six-course
degustationdinneron
ThursdayatAbsynthe,
SurfersParadise.
MeyjitteBoughenoutwill
pairwithe’ccobistro’s
Philip Johnson (above) to
delight dinerswith the
likesof Tassie trout and
roast quailmatchedwith
CraggyRangewines.
Cost$185; bookings
5504 6466.

FASHION
SPEAKS

LeadingAustralian
fashiondesignerAkira
Isogawa,who recently
openedaFortitudeValley
boutique, talks to
NationalGalleryof
Victoria fashioncurator
KatieSomerville at the
Institute ofModernArt,
JudithWrightCentre,
FortitudeValley, on
Thursdayat6pm.Free,
seats limited.Call
3252 5750.

HEROESOFTHE
LIGHTHORSE

AustralianOutback
Spectacular’s newshow,
Heroesof theLight
Horse, a tribute to the
menof theAustralian
LightHorseBrigadewho
fought in theMiddleEast
duringWorldWar I, is
nowonat theGoldCoast
arena, Tuesdays to
Sundayat 7.30pmplus
12.30pmSundays;
www.outbackspectacu-
lar.myfun.com.au.

CHOCOLATE
GIRLPOWER

LikeChocolate for
WomenauthorsKim
MorrisonandFleur
Whelliganare travelling
the countrysidewith their
book’s powerfulmessage
towomen that it’sOK to
put themselves first.On
Tuesday, see themat the
ABCShop,Westfield
Shoppingtown,Cherm-
side, 12.30pm-1.30pm,
thenMaryRyan’s, Padd-
ington, 6.15pm-8.15pm.

PARTY INTO
THEWILD

Fridaynight’sCoffee
ClubCharityBall at the
BrisbaneConventionand
ExhibitionCentrewill
take youonsafari – an
exotic jungle-themed
event full of prizes (blue
diamondearrings) and
livemusic. Journey to the
Wild tickets$160each
(supporting theRoyal
Children’sHospital
Foundation), 3010 3000
or3010 3020.

THRILLTHE
WORLD

Just threeminutes–
that’s all itwill takeon
October 25 tomake
historywhen thousands
of ‘‘zombies’’ across the
globe takepart in the
Michael Jackson-inspired
Thrill theWorld.Here,
zombieswill assemble at
Reddacliff Place (topof
QueenStMall), 10.30am.
Rehearsal nextSunday,
2pm,MadDanceHouse,
99ElizabethSt,City.
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RAPID FIRE HARRY CONNICK JR

Sometimes
it’s romantic
toput ona
DVDand
watcha
movie at
home

NewOrleans-born Harry Connick
Jr, 42, has made a name for himself
as a musician and actor. But at
home, his wife and children prefer
to keep his crooning to aminimum

WHATMAKESYOUHAPPY?
Tons of things. Everything from
being with my family to playing
music to eating ice cream.

WHATDOYOUSINGAROUND
THEHOUSE? I don’t really sing
around the house. Usually my wife
and kids keep telling me to shut up.

WHATWOULDBEYOUR
PERFECTROMANTICDAY?
Sometimes it’s romantic to put on a
DVD and watch a movie at home.
Sometimes it’s romantic to say: ‘‘Get
dressed, I’m taking you somewhere’’
– maybe just out to dinner or a bed-
and-breakfast somewhere. My wife
and I both like surprises andmystery.

HASYOURWIFE EVER
SURPRISEDYOU? I remember
one time it was my birthday and I was
playing. Right after I finished the
show, she showed up and in the
parking lot there was a horse. She
puts me on the horse, blindfolds me
and I ride down to this restaurant
where all these people are waiting to
surprise me for my birthday. So she’s
crazy like that and she knows I love it.

WHATWEREYOU LIKE AT
SCHOOL? I was pretty precocious,
easily distracted, because I was so
into music and sometimes it was hard
for me to focus on schoolwork, but it
was so obvious from an early age that
that was just going to be what I did.

DID YOUHAVE JOBSASIDE
FROMMUSIC? I had one job for
about two weeks. When I was 18 I was
a ticket collector at a box office for a
theatre. I hated it.

WHATHASBEENYOURMOST
EMBARRASSINGMOMENTON
STAGE? Every night is one of those.
The thing about my shows is stuff is
always screwing up, I’m forgetting
words, people are playing practical
jokes. They’ll put Vaseline on the
piano keys and somebody will throw
a stink bomb . . . it’s just childish,
dumb stuff.

AREYOU INCLINED TOPLAY
PRACTICAL JOKES, TOO?Heck,
yeah. My old guitar player Russell
Malone – he spends a lot of time

getting his guitar perfectly in tune –
so I’ll completely detune it so when
he starts playing it’s just a wreck. Or
putting baby powder on the drum set,
so when they hit the drums powder
comes flying out everywhere. It’s
ridiculous. Juvenile.

DESCRIBEARECENTDREAM. I
had a dream last night that one of my
daughters wanted one of those chin-
up bars that you put between the
door frame. In real life I bought her
one and it was too small, so last night
in my dream I was building a wood
bracket so it could fit. My wife said,
‘‘that’s not going to work’’ and we got

into this big fight about the whole
thing. And I woke up really mad at
her.

WHO’S THEMOST INSPIRING
PERSONYOU’VEMET? It’s
betweenmy wife andmy dad. My
wife – she’s unattainable. In so many
ways she’s so great and I’ll never be
that way. It’s an inspiration to
constantly strive to be like her. My
dad is in many ways the same way.

Sally Browne
Your Songs is out now. Connick Jr
appears on Australian Idol tonight
at 7.30 on Ten and tomorrow on
Seven’s Sunrise.

THE
BACK
STORY
THISWEEK:Brisbane-raisedAndrewVeivers, 40, co-
founder of FlamencoFire and theSaruzuQuartet,
talks toMarie-ChristineSourrisabouthowhe fell in
lovewith theexcitementof flamencoguitar

Youdon’t need to
beeducated in the
music’s language to
love flamenco

MYmum isDutchandmydad is
Australian.His familywere someof
the firstwhite settlers on theGold
Coast.

I don’t speakanyDutch.Mymum
cameover just afterWorldWar II
and, for theAustralians at the time,
Dutchwas just a little bit like
German. Itwasn’t suchapopular
languagewhenshewasakid
growingup, so shewasn’t tookeen
topass it on.

I grewup inBrisbaneandmy
school at that time,St Laurence’s,
didn’t haveanymusicprogramat
all. So I startedoneup. Iwaspretty
enthusiastic.

Lookingback, Iwasprobably
really quite irritating. Imanaged to
get thebursar togivememoney to
godownandbuymusical
instruments. I just really likedmusic
and I jumpedonanythingat that
point.

I startedguitar lessonswhen Iwas
12with a teacherwho livedaround
thecorner.When Iwasabout 18, a
relative gavemeanLP that hada
pictureof aguitarist on thecover
that they thoughtwasaclassical
guitarist, but it endedupbeingPaco
Pena, oneof the finest flamenco
guitarists in theworld.

When I heard that record Iwent
weakat theknees. Thatwas really
the carrot that keptmegoing
throughmyBachelor ofMusic at
UQ. I justwanted toget toEurope
straight away.

I finishedat theendof 1993and
threemonths later I arrived in
London in time for aPacodeLucia
concert.

I had$235andmyguitar. I
thought I’d see theconcert, runout
ofmoneyandgohomeagain, but I
fell in veryquicklywith theclassical
guitar sceneandgot a job in the
SpanishGuitarCentre in Leicester
Square. Itwasabit of amecca (it
still is) for classical guitarists, so
whenever anyof thosegreat guys
came throughLondon theywould all

just popup for abit of a chat. I got
flamencoguitar lessonswith
FranciscoAntonio,whom Iendedup
doingduoswith at concerts, at
guitar festivals andsummer schools
throughout theUK.

I sincerely lovebeing inAustralia
so I happily camebackandset up
my first little studio for about five
years in theMetroArtsbuilding in
EdwardStreet.

I’d catch thebus in themorning
withpeople going toworkbut I’d go
upandpractiseguitar all day.And
just drink coffee.

In themiddle of that Iwentback

toEurope. I studied inMadrid for a
monthandsawsomeconcerts.
Then Iwasbased inHolland for six
months. Iwent therewith a flute
player andwedid achambermusic
series of concerts inAmsterdam
anddownsouth. That’swhen the
SaruzuQuartet ideaemerged.

Weplay a lot of repertoire from
flamencoand fromtango, and
there’s aplentyof improvisation,
andsomeshow tunes.

It’sworldmusic in its broadest
sense. Thedoublebassplayer and
violinist are specialist jazz
improvisers. It ticks a fewboxes.

Youdon’t need tobeeducated in
the languageor the technical
complexities of themusic to love
flamenco. Flamenco’s just got this
excitement.

TheSaruzuQuartetplayatThe
Lakes,Kawana, onFriday;TheJ,
Noosa, onSaturday; theYungaburra
FolkFestival,October23-25; and
BrisbanePowerhouse,October26.


