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ITCH – WHAT’S HOT ON THE RADAR

SPANDAUBACK
ONPOINTE

All fiveoriginalmembers
ofBrit synth-popand
dancegroupSpandau
Ballet – knownas the
spirit of theyouthof the
’80s–areback together
for a reunion tour.
Remember thosegob-
smacking smashhits
TrueandGold?Spandau
performwithTears For
Fears, BrisbaneEnter-
tainmentCentre,April 27,
ticketsphone 132 849.

PLAYWRIGHTS
FRONTPUBLIC

HotNewYorkplaywright
andmaverickwordsmith
Will Eno joinsprominent
Aussie playwrightsDavid
WilliamsonandMichael
Gow inStagedLives: a
conversationon theatre,
writing and the line
between life and fiction,
March9,StateLibrary of
Queensland (auditorium
2).Meet theplaywrights
afterwards. Freeevent,
but bookon3220 0841.

IT’STHEYEAR
OFTHETIGER

Today is not just for
sweethearts– it also
marks thestart of
ChineseNewYearand, in
2010, the yearof the
Tiger. Fourdaysof fun,
foodandcultural delights
are in storeatSunnybank
Plaza– fromkung fuand
tai chi to feng shui and
tigermask-making.
Catch thedragondance
todayat 3pmand the lion
dancedaily at 10.30am.

THISUNUSUAL
(&FUNNY)LIFE

ComedianAkmalSaleh
putshisworld intowords
inhishilariousmemoir
TheLife ofAkmal, out
March 1 (Ebury, $34.95).
Findout how theEgypt-
bornandOz-raisedSaleh
learnt fromhisparents in
1974 theyweremoving
fromCairo toSydney for
‘‘a family holiday’’. See
Akmal atAvidReader,
WestEnd,March5at
6pm,3846 3422.

QPAC IS
TURNING25

Actors, dancers,
musicians andartists–
the stars ofQPAC– take
centre stage for aphoto
portrait showcelebrating
theperformingarts
centre’s 25thbirthday.
Photographer Justine
Walpole’s (above) shots
of 25Queenslandartists
– suchasKatieNoonan
andNatalieWeir–will be
onshowatQPAC,
February23untilMay22.

WINDOWSON
EUROPE

TheWindowsonEurope
FilmFestival hasa line-up
from17countries, and
includes theOscar-
noddedDaensandThe
AgeofStupid (still,
above),withPete
Postlethwaite asaman
living inadevastated
2055,wonderingwhy
nothingwasdoneabout
climate change.AtDendy
Portside fromSaturday
until February28.

TOMARKET
WITHMATT

ARIABrisbanechef and
Event columnistMatt
Moran (above) is set to
turnup theheat at the
farmers’marketswhen
heshowcaseshis cook-
ingprowessonFebruary
24,QueenStmarket
locale, noon to2pm.
Moranwill alsodoaQ&A,
afterwhichhe’ll hookup
withmarketdoyenne Jan
Power todo the rounds
of that day’smarket fare.

3EVENTFEATURE

RAPID FIRE JAMIE FOXX

I will text you in
suchaway that
yougo, ‘Come
onover’

He’s smooth, he’s funny. He can
sing and he can act. Ladies man
Jamie Foxx stars in today’s
namesake flick and all-star rom-
com,Valentine’s Day.He shares his
tips on how to enjoy the day.

WHAT’S YOURVIEWON
VALENTINE’S DAY? I love it. It’s
fun to see who’s really thinking about
you. If you don’t have someone, send
a text to one you like: ‘‘Hey, Happy
Valentine’s Day’’ Or, if you’re in a
relationship, it’s the day to get things
right. It could last you for the whole
year.

DOESYOURTEENAGE
DAUGHTERHAVEA
VALENTINE? I don’t think so. Her
birthday is February 15, so I’m always
her Valentine.

WEDON’TOFTENSEEYOU IN
ROMANTICCOMEDIES.WHY?
You have to have the right romantic
comedy. I look at movies and – if my
hero is chopping people’s heads off
and there’s a car chase and bullets –
that’s what I like. So when I see him
all dolled up. . . I wish, within the
romantic comedy, he’d kill someone
during a scene, so I could enjoy it.

AREYOUHAVING FUNASA
SINGER?When you sing in front of
10,000 people, and you look out and
you see everybody singing, there’s

nothing like that. We have a song
called She Got Her Own. I say,
‘‘Ladies, I’m looking for my
independent woman out there, raise
your hand. You don’t need a man for
nothing.’’ (The audience cheers.) I
say, ‘‘I’m looking for myMichelle
Obama. Is myMichelle Obama out
there?’’ (They scream): ‘‘I’m your
Michelle!’’ (I say): ‘‘Because if you’re
myMichelle, then I’ll be your Barack
Obama.’’ (They scream): ‘‘Be my
Barack!’’ And then I do Barack
Obama: ‘‘If there’s any doubt that
America is not the most incredible
country in the world. . . Look, it’s
going to be tough, but yes we can.’’

IS IT HARDERTOBE INA
MOVIEWHEREYOU’RENOT
THEONLYSTAR? It’s great. I’m a
fan.When I was working on
Dreamgirls with EddieMurphy I was
going crazy, ’cos I was so excited. He
was more reserved. I walked on the
set and said: ‘‘Eddie! This is great,
we’re working together!’’ And I
hugged him real tight. He’s like:
‘‘Yeah, yeah, man, OK, take me to my

trailer please.’’ I probably freaked out
Jennifer Garner and Jessica Biel (on
Valentine’s Day shoot) because I
follow them on the internet. Not in a
stalking way. I told Jennifer: ‘‘I love
your house.’’ She said: ‘‘What are you
talking about?’’ I said: ‘‘I saw it on the
internet.’’ She said: ‘‘You sawmy
house?’’ I said: ‘‘Yeah, loved it. Square
footage, nice, Gregory Peck’s house.’’

ARE THERE JOKESONWHO’S
GOTTHEBIGGEST TRAILER?
When you find the star that’s really
talented, there’s usually no ego to it,
like meeting Al Pacino. You would
think this is the coolest guy in the
world. (He’s) almost introverted.
When I first met him, he looked like
Godfather and Scarface together, like
Scarfather. So I said: ‘‘HelloMr
Pacino.’’ He says: ‘‘Hey, you like
cranberry juice?’’ I’m like: ‘‘What?
You should be drinking whiskey.’’

YOURTIPS FORTHEMODERN
GUY? Call every once in a while.
Text eloquently. Every time you text,
if you really like that girl, go through
a couple of books, find some poetry,
reword it, hit ’em. You’ve got to
understand when you text they’re not
listening, so your words have got to
be right. I’m incredible (at texting). If
you don’t want to go out with me, I
will text you in such a way that you
go: ‘‘Come on over.’’
Sally Browne

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

THE
BACK
STORY
THISWEEK:Fromthe streets ofNewYork to theworld
stage, hip-hop legend, producer, author, scriptwriter,
actor, philosopher andchessplayerRZAofWu-TangClan
hasdone it all. He spoke toSallyBrowne

Heconvincedme
that it’s best to let
theworld know
who youare

MYBIRTHnamewasRobert F.
Diggs. IwasnamedafterRobert
KennedyandJohnF.Kennedy.

Mymother loved theKennedys.
But growingup in the ’hood in the
mid-’70s, peoplewould shunyou if
youhadaname likeRobert. They
would say: ‘‘That’s a slavename.’’ At
the time I felt like that, too.Whowas
Robert?So Iwent andgot aname
formyself, and thename I chose
wasRakeem,whichmeans to
be original.

I was living life for awhile, but then
Iwent negative again. Iwent through
turmoil thenwentback to the right
level again, soRZAstands for
Rakeem,Zig-Zag-Zig, Allah (taken
fromaUS religiousmovement). It’s
like a title. It’s like amanwho’s
original,who looked in all directions
– thisway, thatwayand thatway–
to findGod, or to findAllah.

As I grewolder, I realised that the
nameRobert is awarrior nameas
well. Thename thatwasgiven to
peoplewhohadnobility. In theBible
it says: ‘‘Youmusthonour thy
mother and thy father.’’ Sonow I
take thenameRobert asmy
honourablename, andRakeemas
mychosenname.

I think thehighlight of 2009was
my re-acquaintancewithgood
friends. Everybody’s busy in this
world andwedon’t get a chance to
getwithour friendsandbreak
bread.WedidWu-Tangshows. I did
filmswithgoodpeople (starredwith
SethRogen in JuddApatow’s Funny
People). SethRogenknowshis hip-
hopsowell.

Creatively,writingTheTaoofWu
wasmyhighlight. Iwas sohappy
that itwaswell received. Iwas
astounded that itmadeTheNew
YorkTimesbestseller list because
it’s basedonmeandmy life. I’m
just gladpeople accepted it and
enjoyed it.

It tookayear todo. I gotChris
Norris,whohelpedmeon the first
Wu-TangManual, to helpout.Chris

would interviewme, keepdigging
likehewassomekindof psychiatrist
and Iwas lyingonhis couch.Some
things Iwas like: ‘‘Don’t put that in
thebook.’’ He’s like: ‘‘No, peoplewill
want tohear this.’’ Heconvincedme
that it’s best to let theworld know
whoyouare, so I said: ‘‘All right then,
go for it.’’

Thewarrior vibeofmartial arts
filmswasvery appealing tome.
What really suckedme into the
martial art filmswas the
brotherhood. There’s amovie that
wewatched, calledExecutioners
fromShaolin,where there’s so
muchsacrificinggoingon,where
top fighters sacrifice their lives so
that theother fighters can live
longer. Itwas thebrotherhood
that really captivatedme, along
with thephilosophy.

MeandmybuddyEli Rothhave
comeupwith agreat screenplay. I
wrote the first draft andEli had
some ideas tomake it better. Sowe
combinedour timeandenergy
together andwehavea filmcalled
TheManwith the IronFist, that
we’re scheduled todirect this year.

I learned fromdirectorsQuentin
TarantinoandJohnWoo.But–as
for directors I’veworked for– the
one that blewmeawaywasRidley
Scott.Hehasmulti-vision.Hewas
sitting there thinkingof seven things
at one time. Itwas ridiculous to seea
manhavebrainpower like that. I
have supreme respect for him.So I
hope toonedayhavemulti-vision.

RZAperformsat theHi-Fi,WestEnd,
tomorrownight; thehifi.com.auor
1300 843 434.
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